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2019 │ how we become
Letter from the Literary Editors  
 Joslynn Howard and Ericka Wong, Calliope 2019
Writing is not a means to an end. This year’s publication, “how we become,” encapsulates the  
human experience through a collective creative response 
that does not act as a beginning or an end. Each individual 
comes to us with an origin story and a desire to share it. 
These stories may differ from person to person, but we all 
have a fundamental inclination to connect to a larger audi-
ence and create a communal response through writing. By 
publishing stories and poems from various authors, we seek 
to establish a moment in each author’s timeline that recog-
nizes a community. Calliope is a moment of intersection for 
all of our timelines; it is a tangible reminder that we are all 
still learning and refining our craft. The process of outlining, 
writing, editing, and publishing does not begin or end here. 
We will continue to move forward with our creative endeav-
ors, while also looking back at our past experiences. 
 We would like to congratulate the authors who were 
chosen for this year’s publication and we encourage you to 
seek out opportunities that further develop you and your 
origin story. The entire literary staff thanks you for becoming 
part of this moment in Calliope’s timeline. As you are read-
ing, discover the similarities and differences between your 
origin story and the pieces published in this magazine. We 
invite you to reflect on where you began, where you are now 
and where you will be in the future.
